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Second Community Lunch Time Conversation on Worship: Tuesday March 13, 

after chapel, in the Kadel Dining Hall.  

We will talk in small groups about “Uncomfortable Worship.”  One of the  

stated goals of the chapel program this year is "to encourage a wider variety 

of worship." The consequence however can be quite challenging: we may be 

invited to worship in styles that are not our own, that feel strange, foreign, 

and sometimes uncomfortable. How do we do that? How can we be  

hospitable to worship styles that are not ours but nonetheless important to others in our community, and that 

might even teach all of us something of the richness that is in God? 

 

Seminary Chapel: Why We Do It 

Now that we enter the third term of revitalizing our chapel worship, it might 

be good to remind ourselves why we are actually putting so much time and 

energy into the chapel program. Why do we have a chapel at all? 

 

There are broadly three reasons why seminaries have chapels. First, some 

seminaries see chapel as a safe place where students can practice what they 

later will do in “the real world,” can try out liturgical forms they may not be 

too familiar with. In this way chapel functions as a laboratory. Second, other 

theological schools maintain a chapel to offer pastoral care to their students. 

Most seminarians have their own congregations, but seminary life comes with 

its own particular challenges – questions of call and vocation, pressures of 

time, money, family – and not all church communities know how to support 

their seminarians in this. Chapel can be a place where these challenges are 

acknowledged and brought in God’s presence. Third, some worship programs 

function in the service of spiritual formation. Chapel in Catholic and Anglican 

seminaries in particular is the place where students are schooled in the 

rhythm of daily office, are initiated in a form of regular prayer and Eucharistic celebration that they in turn will 

sustain within their future congregations.  

 

This seminary’s Worship Working Group and its current Chapel Team have tried to chart a fourth way of  

thinking about chapel. All reasons mentioned above have a legitimate place in our worship life, but in the end 

all three rationales are also focused on us: we need a place to practice, we need pastoral care, we need  

spiritual formation. But worship is not primarily about us; it is about God. Therefore we have anchored our 

chapel program in the very heart of what a seminary is about: God. Theological schools are focused on  

understanding God truly. And you cannot understand God without being brought to worship God. If you think 

you can, you show you actually do not understand who God is. And since our aiming to understand God truly 

is a communal enterprise, so is our worship. That’s why we don’t just worship God in the privacy of our rooms 

or in all of our own congregations, but together: in chapel.  

 

One of the things we are doing this year is to invite a greater variety of worship in chapel. When it comes to 

Christian liturgy, there is not a tradition; there is a variety of traditions (plural!) because there are a variety of 

Christian communities who have learned to worship God similarly, but nonetheless in distinctively different 

ways. We believe that inviting these greater variety of worship styles is important exactly because worship is 

not about us, but about God. If it were about me, I could just worship God in the ways that are comfortable to 

me. But in reality God is too big, too great, too rich to be encompassed in only one worship style. If it is about 

God and not about me, I will have to stretch myself and learn about God by worshipping God in ways that are 

new and possibly even uncomfortable for me.  

 

This week in the community lunch time conversation we will talk about what “uncomfortable worship” means 

in practice. We hope to see you there!   

 

Chapel This Week: Texts of Terror 

Chapel this week is being led by the women’s preaching traditions class.  Borrowing from the title of Phyllis 

Trible’s groundbreaking book, the theme for the week is: preaching “texts of terror.”  These texts – the stories 

of Hagar, the daughter of Jephthah, the unnamed woman in Judges, and Tamar – are among the most  

challenging passages of Scripture to read and certainly the most difficult to preach.  Each day of this week will 

focus on one of these women, bringing from invisibility their often overlooked and unpreached stories of 

faith.   

 

Also, in honor of them and the countless (and many nameless) women preachers throughout the history of 

Christian proclamation, several of us will be wearing T-shirts that read: PREACH like a girl.  By this statement, 

we intend to debunk the negative connotations associated with doing anything “like a girl.”  To the contrary, 

the faith stories of the women in the texts of terror and the preachers who proclaim them (men and women 

alike) show that “preaching like a girl” is not only good but necessary if the Word is to be rightly proclaimed 

and heard.     
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Monday 

3.12.2012 

 

Text 

Genesis 21:8-21 

 

Scott  

KuechenmeisterHall 

 

 

 

Tuesday 

3.13.2012 

 

Text 

Judges 11:29-40 

 

Janice Reed 

 

Wednesday 

3.14.2012 

 

Text 

Judges 19:22-20:1 

 

Sue Washburn 

 

Communion Today 

Dr. Thompson Presiding 

 

Thursday 

3.15.2012 

 

Text 

2 Samuel 13:1-22 

 

Kathy Shirey 


